
 

 

  MADISON COUNTY FAIR 
RULES & REGULATIONS  
 

INTRODUCTION: 

All rules and regulations published in this Premium Book are 
part of the conditions under which all entries are accepted, 
and exhibit spaces or concession licenses are granted. The 
Madison County Fair Management reserves the final and 
absolute right to interpret these rules and regulations and to 
settle and determine all matters, questions, and disputes 
arising from or related to the Fair. Management also 
reserves the right to amend or add to these rules and 
regulations whenever deemed necessary. Any person who 
violates any general or special rule or regulation may forfeit 
all privileges and premiums and be subject to additional 
penalties as determined by Fair Management. 

 

REVISED JUNE 2026 

 

Please note that some classes, rules, and premium amounts 
have been updated since last year based on 
recommendations from exhibitors and department 
superintendents. 
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PLEASE NOTE: 

➢ Alcoholic beverages may not be brought onto the Fairgrounds. Alcoholic 
beverages purchased on the Fairgrounds may be consumed only within 
the designated fenced area. 

➢ Service Animals: Only trained service dogs are permitted on the 
Fairgrounds.  

➢ Emotional support animals and all other pets are not allowed. 
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GENERAL ENTRY RULES 

• Entries are generally limited to residents of Madison County and the five 
neighboring counties: Chenango, Cortland, Herkimer, Oneida, and Otsego. Some 
departments are exempt from this restriction; exceptions are noted within the 
individual department rules. 

• No entry fee is required for any Junior Departments 

• All exhibits must be entered in the name of the bona fide owner. Ownership must 
have existed for at least 30 days prior to exhibition, unless the exhibit is entered by 
its original producer or creator. Proof of ownership must be provided upon request. 

• An official Madison County Fair entry tag must be attached to each exhibit. Entry tags 

are issued by the Entry Clerk and may be picked up at the Entry Clerk's Office. The 

Entry Clerk is not responsible for attaching entry tags to exhibits. Exhibitors are 

solely responsible for ensuring that each tag is properly attached before judging. 

• All entry tags and award ribbons must remain displayed throughout the exhibition. 
Judges will not consider exhibits without an attached entry tag and will not award 
premiums to exhibits that have not been properly entered. 

• Competition is defined as a contest between two or more exhibits, articles, or 
animals. In classes with no competition, judges may award a premium if, in their 
opinion, the exhibit or animal is worthy of recognition.  All premiums awards are 
subject to approval by the Madison County Fair Board of Directors. 

• at the judge's discretion), unless otherwise specified in the department rules. All 
premium awards are subject to approval by the Madison County Fair Board of 
Directors. 

• All exhibits must be in place by 5:00 p.m. on the evening before opening day, 
unless otherwise stated. Refer to the individual department rules for specific 
livestock placement and release times. 

• Exhibitors are responsible for reviewing their entry forms for accuracy at the time of 
submission. Once an entry has been accepted, no changes or withdrawals will be 
permitted, and entry fees are non-refundable. 

• Stalls and pens for cattle will be provided at no charge beginning one day prior to 
opening and continuing through the close of the Fair. Exhibitors are responsible for 
keeping their area and animals clean and free of clutter. Feed will not be provided 
for livestock. 
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• Any exhibitor who makes a false statement regarding an exhibit or attempts to 
influence or interfere with the judges in any manner shall forfeit all claims to 
premiums and awards. 

• While the Madison County Fair will exercise reasonable care to protect exhibits, 
animals, and equipment, Fair Management assumes no responsibility for loss or 
damage resulting from fire, theft, weather, accident, or any other cause. The Fair 
also assumes no liability for personal injury sustained by exhibitors, assistants, 
visitors, or guests. By exhibiting at the Fair, exhibitors agree to indemnify and hold 
harmless the Madison County Fair and its Management from any claims arising from 
their participation. 

• No immoral or lewd exhibitions will be permitted. This rule will be strictly enforced by 

the Madison County Sheriff's Office and the New York State Police. 

• Premium checks will be mailed to exhibitors and must be cashed within 60 days of 

issuance. Evidence of awards may not be removed before 4:00 p.m. on the final day of 

the Fair. Exhibitors who remove exhibits prior to the designated release time, except in 

the case of an emergency and after notifying the Department Superintendent, will forfeit 

all premium awards. 

• All protests must: 

o Be submitted in writing. 

o Clearly state the nature of the complaint. 

o Be delivered to the Entry Clerk within six (6) hours of the alleged violation or 

occurrence. 

o Be accompanied by a $5.00 deposit. 

• Exhibitors may not sell goods or merchandise without prior permission from Fair 

Management and may not advertise or promote products or services in a noisy, 

disruptive, or disorderly manner. 

• Exhibitors wishing to erect separate buildings or additional structures must obtain prior 

approval from the Fair Secretary and are responsible for all associated costs. Any 

structure not removed within ten (10) days after the close of the Fair shall become the 

property of the Madison County Fair. 

• The sale or distribution of merchandise, printed materials, promotional items, or literature 

is prohibited unless specifically authorized by the Madison County Fair and conducted 

from a duly licensed location. 
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Make checks payable to: The Madison County Fair 

Mail General entries to: 

Terry Tanney, Entry Clerk 
Madison County Fair 
P.O. Box 114 
Brookfield, NY 13314 

Mail Cattle, Sheep & Goat entries to: 

Terry Tanney, Entry Clerk 
Madison County Fair 
9470 Keith Road 
West Edmeston, NY 13485 

Entries may be submitted by mail or email (call for email address). Exhibitors are 
responsible for reviewing the Premium Book and regulations to ensure entries are 
submitted in the correct department and section. All entries must be submitted on official 
entry form. 

ENTRIES MUST BE MADE BY THE DEADLINE LISTED ON THE ENTRY FORM FOR THE 
CATEGORY BEING ENTERED. 
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TO AVOID LATE ENTRY FEES 

• Animal entry forms must be postmarked by July 20. 

• General entry forms must be received by 5:00 p.m. on July 23. 

• There are no advance entry forms for motor sports events (Stock Car Races, 
Demolition Derby, Truck Pulls, and Tractor Pulls). Registration and entry fees will be 
collected on the day of the event. 

• Entries will not be accepted for any category that is not clearly identified in this 
Premium Book or that is not properly submitted on an official Madison County Fair 
(MCF) entry form. Exhibitors are responsible for entering their exhibits in the correct 
department and class. 

 

 

EXHIBITOR WRISTBANDS 

(Valid for fairground admission only; rides are not included.) 

• One FREE Exhibitor Wristband will be provided to each exhibitor entering three (3) 
or more exhibits that remain on the fairgrounds for the duration of the Fair. 

• Livestock exhibitors will receive two (2) FREE Exhibitor Wristbands per family and 
may purchase additional wristbands for $3 each or a family pack of five (5) 
wristbands for $10. 

• Exhibitor wristbands must be worn at all times during the Fair. Lost or broken 
wristbands may be replaced for a $3 replacement fee. 
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SUPERINTENDENTS 

NO SUPERINTENDENT SHALL BE PAID UNTIL ALL DUTIES HAVE BEEN 
COMPLETED. 

• Superintendents are responsible for the arrangement and supervision of all exhibits 
and livestock within their department and for ensuring an orderly and efficient 
judging process. 

• Each Superintendent/Judge is responsible for maintaining and returning the 
department entry book with all awards properly recorded and signed. Premiums 
cannot be paid until these records have been completed and submitted. 

• Superintendents must verify all competing exhibits and ensure that department 
records accurately reflect entries and premium awards. 

• Superintendents ensure that vehicles admitted to the fairgrounds remain in 
designated parking areas and that exhibit spaces, livestock stalls, walkways, and 
surrounding areas are maintained in a neat and orderly condition. 

• Superintendents are expected to be available throughout the Fair to answer 
questions, assist exhibitors and judges, and maintain the appearance and operation 
of their department. 

• Livestock may not be released by a Superintendent except in accordance with the 
rules published in this Premium Book. 
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JUDGES 

• Judges are selected to ensure fair, impartial, and knowledgeable evaluations. 

• No judge may evaluate any animal or exhibit in which they have a personal, 
financial, or professional interest. 

• Judges must report to the Entry Clerk's Office for registration and instructions. 
Department Superintendents will meet judges at that time. 

• Judging schedules for each department are provided in the appropriate section of 
this Premium Book. 

• Judges will not award a premium to any exhibit or animal that does not merit 
recognition, regardless of the level of competition. 

• In classes with no competition, judges may award a premium if, in their opinion, the 
exhibit or animal is worthy of recognition. 

• Livestock judges are responsible for evaluating ownership, age, breed, condition, 
and all other relevant factors. 

• Judges may disqualify any exhibitor or individual who interferes with the judging 
process, shows disrespect, or violates Fair rules and regulations. 

• Judges shall observe all Fair rules and regulations and may request written 
clarification from the Department Superintendent when necessary. 

• No premium may be awarded to an exhibit that does not have an official entry tag 
properly attached. 

• Judges shall not alter the order of classes as printed in the Premium Book. 

• Classes not included in the Premium Book shall not be added or awarded 
premiums. 

• The Madison County Fair Society is not responsible for a judge's failure to report 
premium awards. 

• All awards must be recorded in the official judge's book and signed by both the 
judge and the Department Superintendent. 
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CONCESSIONS 

Mail Applications To: 

                  Madison County Fair 
   Attn: Concessions Dept. 
                    PO BOX 114 
                 Brookfield, NY, 13314     
               

1. Fair Management reserves the right to cancel any concession contract at its sole 
discretion. 

2. Concessionaires must remain within their assigned space. Failure to do so may 
result in the forfeiture of concession privileges without refund. 

3. Concessionaires must comply with all applicable federal, state, county, and local 
laws and regulations, including sales tax registration and Madison County 
recycling and waste disposal requirements. Food vendors must also comply with 
all applicable Health Department regulations. 

4. Each concessionaire must prominently display: 

o Their assigned concession number. 

o Prices for all food, beverages, merchandise, or services offered for sale. 

5. Only concessions that provide legitimate goods or services and contribute to the 
comfort, convenience, or enjoyment of fairgoers will be permitted. Businesses of a 
questionable or inappropriate nature will not be allowed. 

6. The Madison County Fair will not tolerate price gouging or any practice that exploits 
patrons. Violations may result in immediate termination of the concession contract, 
forfeiture of fees paid, and removal from the fairgrounds. 

7.  NO electric stoves, fryers, etc. – only gas. We will not provide tables.  
 
8.  NO confederate flags or firearms. 

 
9. There will be no selling of goods on the grandstand without prior approval. 

 
10. Any returned check fees are the responsibility of the check maker.  No refunds will 

be issued for a contract that is cancelled 7 days prior to opening day.  Proof of 
insurance and original State Tax Certificate are required for admittance on the 
grounds.   

Questions contact:      
Kati-Jo Blackman (315)-939-0730 
  
 katijoblackman@gmail.com 


